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With emphasis on cartes de visite and cabinet cards,

everything from history to detail characteristics
and fashion, studio settings, unique formats,

and an introduction to 20th century

photographs are covered.
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Introduction

his book was born out of a need to easily find information that would
help establish a date for old pictures during genealogical research,

There are legions of people, arganizations, and companies that address

the her. Census

of that

p from pre-
framatic change in com-
Aguerreotype 20 years
fn a glass negative and

records, deeds, birth and death records, ship manifests, and countless other
data sources are now easily accessible and usable by most everyone. In ad-
dition, there are a wide variety of methods, tools, and publications to guide
the genealogist through that data - whether they are a novice or a certified
professional.

What I found though was a limited amount .Ii = 1l
of information to help decipher the undated | #~ ‘
photographs in boxes and albums tucked

away in trunks, closets, attics, and base- ‘i l
ments. I felt there was a need to provide in |
one place, the comprehensive information | » |
needed to help establish a date of almost I r

any 19th century photograph within a few "_""

years,

working on my own old photographs I
would need three, four, five, or more refer-
ence books in front of me to help recognize ‘
all the traits and clues that the pictures of- ||
fered, and then try to remember when they |

occurred.

Like many, I became a genealogist out of
circumstances - the deaths of some very
close people including my mother ~ includ-

|
|
It seemed daunting at first, after all when | % {
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Ing the realization that I did not really know them as well as I could or
should. These events soon inspired me to explore a path that was a natural
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