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  PRESS RELEASE 

PhotoTree.com Announces New Book:  
19th Century Paper Photographs 

A Genealogist’s Guide to Cartes de visite and Cabinet Cards 
 

New EPUB formatted book brings a unique approach and fresh information to 
19th century photograph research. 

 
CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA - May 10, 2011 – PhotoTree.com™, a developer and publisher of 
genealogical research tools announced today a new book titled 19th Century Paper Photographs: A 
Genealogist’s Guide to Cartes de Visite and Cabinet Cards.  This book, in EPUB® format for the iPad® 
and iPad 2 tablets, presents a fresh and comprehensive approach to researching and dating 19th century 
photographs. 

By following the easy-to-use numbered clues, reviewing tables and checklists, and comparing images to 
their own, the genealogist can easily become an expert at dating old family photographs. This book – the 
first in a series – presents a unique way to benefit from over 220 high quality, documented images from 
the 1800s.  Unlike many e-books that are merely PDF files of older printed works, 19th Century Paper 
Photographs was conceived and developed to take advantage of new electronic publishing capabilities. 

“The new generation of tablets brings exciting features such as interactive images to e-book reading,” said 
Gary Clark, founder of PhotoTree.com. “We took the extra steps and time during development to create a 
new way for genealogists to look at old images and take advantage of advanced tablet capabilities and the 
native EPUB format,” he continued. 

iPad tablets allow the reader to tap on an image, and enlarge it to the full window size.  The reader can 
continue to enlarge the photo with two-finger movements. In addition, by simply rotating the iPad, the 
screen view will change from single page in portrait mode, to a two-page layout in landscape mode.  
Features of the EPUB format also include the ability to enlarge or reduce the text size, change fonts, and 
create bookmarks. The EPUB format is a nationally recognized standard for e-book development and is 
supported by leading publishers and e-reader manufacturers.   

Along with taking advantage of the next generation of publishing capabilities, 19th Century Paper 
Photographs presents the most complete information source for dating old photographs.  Gary Clark’s 
twenty years of collecting and researching 19th century photographs has yielded new datable evidence, 
providing the researcher with the knowledge to establish most photograph dates within two to six years of 
when the picture was made.  



  PRESS RELEASE 

19th Century Paper Photographs is will be introduced at the National Genealogical Society conference in 
Charleston, SC on May 11, 2011.  It will be available for purchase from the Apple® iTunes Store on May 
18, 2011 for $16.95 (ISBN: 978-0-9835785-9-5).  A free sample of the book, optimized for the iPad 
family of tablets, will also be available from the iTunes Store.  E-book versions for additional tablet 
models including the Zoom from Motorola will be announced soon on the PhotoTree.com website. 
Paperback printed versions will be available Summer 2011. 

About PhotoTree.com 
 
PhotoTree.com provides products, services, and research tools to genealogists, photograph collectors, and 
historians that guide them through the process of dating 19th century photographs. Professional services 
include restoration and quality reproductions of 19th century photographs. New in 2011, PhotoTree.com is 
publishing a series of books that help the researcher identify and date their 19th century family 
photographs. Research tools include a web-based online gallery of more than 1,000 dated images in over 
50 categories to compare with researchers’ undated family photos. This website includes an extensive 
history and description of 19th century photographs and is freely available to the public.  More 
information is available at www.phototree.com.  

Phototree.com is a trademark of PhotoTree.com.  iPad is a registered trademark of Apple, Inc.  EPUB is a registered 
trademark of the International Digital Publishing Forum. 

  
Contact:  Gary Clark 
    gary@phototree.com 
  760-505-2715 
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  FAQs 

Frequently Asked Questions 
about 

19th Century Paper Photographs 
A Genealogist’s Guide to Cartes de visite and Cabinet Cards 

 
Q: Is the book only available on the iPad? 

A: The initial book release is in the EPUB format for the iPad and iPad 2. 

Q:  How about other tablets that read EPUBs? 
A: Most new Android-based tablet such as Xoom from Motorola are still receiving operating 

system updates to bring them up to speed on many applications, including support for highly 
formatted EPUBs. PhotoTree.com is actively developing for Android tablets and is hopeful 
the platforms will be stable soon. 

Q: How about the Nook from Barnes and Noble and Amazon’s Kindle? 
A: The Color Nook’s screen has been deemed too small to render this type of book 

satisfactorily.  Kindle just announced (April 20, 2011) support for EPUB, however the Kindle 
is low resolution and the screen is only black and white.  Nook and Kindle will not be 
supported with their current models. 

Q: Are printed copies available? 
A:  The printed version layout is in progress, with availability targeted for late Summer 2011. 

Q: What is the cost of the book? 
A:  The price on Apple’s iTunes store is $16.95.   

Q: What will the printed copy cost? 
A: That has not been determined yet. 

Q: Can I get a trial copy? It’s not like a book that I can thumb through. 
A: The Apple iTunes store provides a free download of a portion of the book to review.  Also, 

sample portions of chapters in PDF format are on the PhotoTree.com website. 

Q: This book only covers two kinds of old photographs.  What about tintypes? 
A: A companion book is well along, covering tintypes, ambrotypes, and daguerreotypes.  This 

goes back to about 1840.  Publication is scheduled for September 1, 2011.  

Q: Is the Apple iTunes Store the only place to buy the book? 
A: Currently yes.  We are in the process of placing it in other e-stores for iPAD download. 

Q: How is this book on old photographs different from others I’ve bought? 
A:  Gary Clark, the author, has taken a different and more in depth approach than most other 

works. Research has shown, and the book reveals that photographic technology and pictures 
changed frequently throughout the 19th century.  These changes have been isolated, tracked, 
and dated, providing a timeline of identifiable characteristics.  Many clues presented here 
have not been seen in other books of this nature. Traditional review of style and fashion are 
also included, but many with new insight.  This book was born out of the author’s frustration 
of needing a dozen books or more to find an answer.  He strives to interpret all the clues on a 
photo, to easily establish an accurate date– all in one book for a particular type of photo. 
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  COMPANY OVERVIEW 
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PhotoTree.com Background 
 
The first web pages of PhotoTree.com went live in August of 2000. These images were a collection of 
19th century photographs, and the first published research by Gary Clark on the process of establishing 
dates of unknown photographs. PhotoTree.com is a pioneer in bringing new information and tools to 
genealogists in their quest for answers to their many photograph questions. 

PhotoTree.com provides products, services, and research tools to genealogists, photograph collectors, and 
historians that guide them through the process of dating 19th century photographs. The company is 
publishing a series of books in 2011 that help genealogists identify and date 19th century family 
photographs. Research tools include a web-based online gallery of more than 1,000 dated images in over 
50 categories to compare with a researcher’s undated photos. This website also includes an extensive 
history and description of 19th century photographs and is freely available to the public 

Gary began his ancestral pursuits in 1992 searching for his own family history; tracking his Clark lineage 
through arrival in America in 1722 from Northern Ireland and back to Scotland in 1605. Any further 
discoveries will probably take a trip to the homeland – which is planned.  Part of the research included 
identifying family pictures that contained no documentation.  

The quest to develop a system to date 19th century photographs was born out of the lack of succinct and 
focused information for the task.  Many academic works were available, and some simple books were 
found that only showed a bunch of pictures.  It seemed to take a dozen books to research a few pictures. 
After many years of research, and by organizing and cataloging photographs with techniques ranging 
from push-pinned photograph copies to walls, to a structured database to help find similarities and 
patterns, Gary discovered underlying information and created a methodology to easily date old 
photographs. 

The PhotoTree.com collection has grown to over 3,000 high quality images. In addition, a library of 19th 
century newspapers, photographic manuals, supplier catalogs, advertisements, and other documents were 
accumulated for research purposes.  These provided additional validation of identification methodologies. 

Phototree.com is a publishing company for books, tablet applications, and web-based information 
services.  Phototree.com also provides a stock photo service, offering photo reproduction rights to design 
agencies and others. Restoration services are also available, restoring digital versions of damaged or 
photographs, creating high quality reproductions. 

With over 30 years experience as a professional photographer, graphics designer, and web developer,  
Gary brings a deep understanding of photography and underlying technologies to his research. This range 
of experience contributes to current projects such as book and app development for the new media 
vehicles available to the genealogist. 

Headquartered in Carlsbad, California, Gary is frequently found on the genealogy conference circuit 
giving fun, illustrated presentations on dating 19th century photographs. 
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