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PhOtO Iree.com“ COMPANY OVERVIEW

PhotoTree.com Background

The first web pages of PhotoTree.com went live in August of 2000. These images were a collection of
19™ century photographs, and the first published research by Gary Clark on the process of establishing
dates of unknown photographs. PhotoTree.com is a pioneer in bringing new information and tools to
genealogists in their quest for answers to their many photograph questions.

PhotoTree.com provides products, services, and research tools to genealogists, photograph collectors, and
historians that guide them through the process of dating 19th century photographs. The company is
publishing a series of books in 2011 that help genealogists identify and date 19th century family
photographs. Research tools include a web-based online gallery of more than 1,000 dated images in over
50 categories to compare with a researcher’s undated photos. This website also includes an extensive
history and description of 19th century photographs and is freely available to the public

Gary began his ancestral pursuits in 1992 searching for his own family history; tracking his Clark lineage
through arrival in America in 1722 from Northern Ireland and back to Scotland in 1605. Any further
discoveries will probably take a trip to the homeland — which is planned. Part of the research included
identifying family pictures that contained no documentation.

The quest to develop a system to date 19" century photographs was born out of the lack of succinct and
focused information for the task. Many academic works were available, and some simple books were
found that only showed a bunch of pictures. It seemed to take a dozen books to research a few pictures.
After many years of research, and by organizing and cataloging photographs with techniques ranging
from push-pinned photograph copies to walls, to a structured database to help find similarities and
patterns, Gary discovered underlying information and created a methodology to easily date old
photographs.

The PhotoTree.com collection has grown to over 3,000 high quality images. In addition, a library of 19"
century newspapers, photographic manuals, supplier catalogs, advertisements, and other documents were
accumulated for research purposes. These provided additional validation of identification methodologies.

Phototree.com is a publishing company for books, tablet applications, and web-based information
services. Phototree.com also provides a stock photo service, offering photo reproduction rights to design
agencies and others. Restoration services are also available, restoring digital versions of damaged or
photographs, creating high quality reproductions.

With over 30 years experience as a professional photographer, graphics designer, and web developer,
Gary brings a deep understanding of photography and underlying technologies to his research. This range
of experience contributes to current projects such as book and app development for the new media
vehicles available to the genealogist.

Headquartered in Carlsbad, California, Gary is frequently found on the genealogy conference circuit
giving fun, illustrated presentations on dating 19™ century photographs.

www.phototree.com | gary@phototree.com | 760-505-2715
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A Genealogist’s Guide to Cartes de visite and Cabinet Cards

A New Book from PhotoTree.com - Released May 10, 2011

With emphasis on cartes de visite and cabinet cards,

everything from history to detail characteristics
and fashion, studio settings, unique formats,

and an introduction to 20th century

photographs are covered.
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Chapter 1 ~ A Brief History
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Introduction

his book was born out of a need to easily find information that would
help establish a date for old pictures during genealogical research,

There are legions of people, arganizations, and companies that address

the her. Census

of that

p from pre-
framatic change in com-
Aguerreotype 20 years
fn a glass negative and

records, deeds, birth and death records, ship manifests, and countless other
data sources are now easily accessible and usable by most everyone. In ad-
dition, there are a wide variety of methods, tools, and publications to guide
the genealogist through that data - whether they are a novice or a certified
professional.

What I found though was a limited amount .Ii = 1l
of information to help decipher the undated | #~ ‘
photographs in boxes and albums tucked

away in trunks, closets, attics, and base- ‘i l
ments. I felt there was a need to provide in |
one place, the comprehensive information | » |
needed to help establish a date of almost I r

any 19th century photograph within a few "_""

years,

working on my own old photographs I
would need three, four, five, or more refer-
ence books in front of me to help recognize ‘
all the traits and clues that the pictures of- ||
fered, and then try to remember when they |

occurred.

Like many, I became a genealogist out of
circumstances - the deaths of some very
close people including my mother ~ includ-

|
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It seemed daunting at first, after all when | % {
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19th Century Paper Photographs

Beautiful high resolution images, clues, and
studio print choice and was used well into the 1950s. guidelines help you ﬁnd the answers you
24 need while researching old photos.

Lbrary | | = 19th Century Paper Photographs B aA Q

a few can be found with revenue tax stamps that were required from 1864 to

1866.
Wi TP =&l FIC Fi i Oval Frame - Definitely 1870s w7
. - One of the simpler clues that is highly accu- £
Figlre §-17. The . 1578 sepia photograph on [=ft shows extensive fading and yellowing from rate is the oval-masked picture. This print-
the albumen binder while the elegant center collodion or gelatin print from 1894 maintains rich - : |
warm hues. 189 matte callodion print on right exhibits rich dark tones and fine detail. (Dou- ing style was used almost exclusively dur-
le-tap the image in landscape. mode for hiah resplution viewina) ing the 18705, and quite often. During the |
For reference in this book, both gelatin and collodion prints will be treated the printing process, a mask such as a piece of
same. They are almost indistinguishable from each other, and only an expert cardboard with an oval cut out, was placed
with a high powered microscope can tell them apart. It is important to note that over the photograph. The only portion of

both of these types of prints generally had glossy surfaces. the sensitized photograph paper that would

Warm, reddish-purple-brewn prints are mostly from the 1890s, rich be exposed and developed into a picture
blacks after 1895 was that center oval section.

This look had its roots in the oval frames

Photographic Papers from daguerreotype days, many of the tin-

Type | Characteristic Date Used type sleeves, and the cartouche artwork

Albumen | Sepia tone 1860 - 1898 from the 1860s. This oval masking had a

Collodion | Reddish/brown/purple | 1885 - 1920 production value as well as purely artistic.

Gelatin | Reddish/brown/purple | 1885 - 1920 Any stray and unwanted portion of the pic-

Matte Collodion | Near-Neutral Black 1894 - 1920 ture edge would be conveniently eliminat-  Figire 2:5. A fashionable lady graces

ed. this 1872 oval-masked carte de vis-
ite with rounded corners,
The vast majority of cabinet cards under research by the genealogist are made Clue #3 ~ Card Corners, Edges and Collor
with one of the papers from the above table, and the 'Date Used’ is the time T ks Cortiers o Clothes
frame when the most commonly found phetographs are from. Many other paper Clu
Borders Imprint Stamps Studio

The manufacturers of card stock were always tinkering with the product,
probably to generate new interest. But the changes were generally small, un-
til about 1870.

74 of 133

Photo_OB_jpg Around this time, many mounting card characteristics changed at one once.
For the researcher this is good, as there is a definite before and after 1870~
look to CDVs.

Important tips are highlighted for easy .

refe rence a nd summa ry ta bles hel p the E:ﬂ;ec;srte de visits had square cut corners. With frequent handling, they
researcher quickly find and remember the
valuable information.
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e

1862 1865

Figure 2-17. The full hoop skirt held court for most of the 1860s, but started
giving way to the bustle late in the decade

1860s Patriotic Influence

A look that did maintain popularity
throughout the decade was the varied ap-
plications of geometric patterns, used in
manners that are reminiscence of military
chevrons and dress uniforms. First seen
in the late 1850s, these patterns became
very popular during the war years, and
can even been seen later in the decade
and even occasionally in the early 1870s.
The look was most evident in women's
dresses, but was used in children’s cloth-
ing also along with the immensely popu-

lar zouave jacket.

A tighter hip-fitting dress began to ap-
pear in the latter part of the decade with Eégrggecgé;?é gﬁgc:g;ggr?gtﬁash

the introduction of the bustle. Certainly — Marks on the sleeve, and trim

an eyebrow-raising departure from just a

Back to page 18 56 of 148 8 pages left in this chaptar

Zoom In for Larger Image
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When an image is double-tapped with
your finger the photograph enlarges to a
full screen view, revealing greater detail
from the high quality picture.
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19th Century Paper Photographs

Clue #6 ~ Federal Tax Stamps

Thickness Comers Size Clothes
Clues

Borders Imprint Stamps Studio

Figure 2-12. Tax stamps from August 1864 - August 1866. One cent stamp began use in
March, 1865, blue playing card 2-cent stamp was only used in the summer of 1866. A va-
riety of other stamps were used throushout the time period.

The photographer selling the taxed images was supposed to cancel the
stamp with his initials and the date. Although this can be a benefit to to-
day’s researcher, investigation has shown that less the 25% of stamps have a
date recorded on them. Cancellations may include an ‘X', initials, a name, or
some illegible scribble.

Tax Stamp Usage

Stamp Date Used
All stamps™* Aug 1864 - Aug 1866
1-Cent stamp Mar 1865 - Aug 1866
2-Cent Playing Card Summer 1866

* Except 1-Cent & 2-Cent blue playing card stamp

45 of 137
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There are many ways to establish a
picture as a Civil War era photograph,
many are covered.

One of the more common, and easy
ones, is finding a tax stamp on the
photo. This is explained in detail.
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These images are included the 79th Century Paper Photographs - A Genealogist’s

Guide to Cartes de visite and Cabinet

Cards electronic Press Kit. They are supplied in JPG format and may be freely used for book review projects by

editors, publishers, analysts, writers, newsletter publishers, and bloggers.
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Cabinet Card Checklist
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Chapter 5 ~ Unique Photo
Formats

In the early 1650 chaos started to bresk out with amang pho-
tograph formats. For the previous 30 years, two formats,
carte de visite and the cabinet card, dominated the look of par-
trait photographs. They were ot alone naw

e,
2125” on 2 Ali-aizs plat. Cut and then
mokinted an st cand, these becatne the
oagein France aftes Eivperor Napoleon Il
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Chapter 6 ~ The 20th Century

abinet cards continued to flourish into the 20th century,
though with continually changing Tooks until 1hr‘yrﬂnnm

actually be The transition to

cned papers and monnting boards tarted I the fa 16308, and

by the fum of the century, the ‘standard’ cabinet card was

mastly replaced with more wphmi.-ma products

The US, econamy boomed during the
1880 and into the nineties, which spurred new ideas and inno-
vation in just aboul overy aspect of American bie. The automo-
bile was evolving from the buggy. and in 1658 Gearge Exstman
imroduced his first Kodak camera for the consumer, Though an
economic setback oecurred with the “Panic of 1893° when sever-
al railraads and banks eollapsed, the desire for all things new
had taken hold.

By 1890 the carte de visite had all
but disappearcd and the cabinet
card was the predominate choice for
family of individual portzaits. In 3d-
dition, & vast number of new sizes
and chapes wore introduced, This
book has focused on dentifying spe-
cific traits of the CDV and cabinet
card fox dating purposes, 30 it
would seem that a researcher would ,
ave o startl ves o decpher the 158 GRLENE - 0
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itioal 47 x 64 format.
imet card format uFth Last 30 years is a rare find in the

The Modern Phatograph Era
This section on the 208 eentury is included to
help define when most of the traditienal-Joak-
ing cabinet cards ceased to be produced, and
wwhen the newer, casily recognized photographs
were taken, 115 uncanny how ‘evernight the
nature of family and portrait phetogeaphs
changesd This is a bit ever simplified, however
shifh in the look of photographs did
900, Simply put: they lookesd

Mounting eards introduced at the end of the
19th contury were made of different material,
density, stiffrwss, and surface texture than eards
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The Fringe Chair

The fringe chait s easy to recognize with its bangs and braided
cords draped from the armrests and side of the chair. These
ware o just parkor chars brought ino the studic: they were
peci ‘posing’ chairs ing, the later
clvil war years, Anthony’s Position: Chal were advertised in the
February 1, 1886 Humpiey's Journal of Phofegraphy for as litle as
$13.00'

1872

Figre 4-8. The must-have’ posing e canne in & vacety of shapes and

o
Continuing a trend that started in the previous decade, 1870
studio chairs became larger and heavily adomed with uphol-
stery and decoration. Many were patented specifically for stu-
dio use, but soon gave way 10 more unique props found in the
15805
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Chapter 4 ~ Studio Props
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For additonal information call Gary Clark
(760-505-2715 or email gary@phototree.com.

Photo Iree.com:

www.phototree.com
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