
Clue 1860 ‘62 ‘64 ‘66 ‘68 ‘70 ‘72 ‘74 ‘76 ‘78 ‘80 ‘82 ‘84 ‘86 ‘88 1890

Card Thickness
.011” - .014”   

.015” - .017”    

.020” - .030”       

.030” - .040”      

Card Corners
Square      

Rounded           

Card Color
Natural      

Yellow & Pastels           

Gold, Black, Chocolate       

Card Edges
Plain Cut                

Beveled    

Tax Stamps
All  

1-Cent 

Blue Playing Card 

Card Borders
None         

Two same size  

Two: one thin, one thick     

Single rounded corners      

Thick gilt to edges       

Imprints
Small type: 1 to 3 lines  

Small artwork, patriotic   

Horizontal art & text  

Large, full card art        

Cartouche Frame  

Tinted Images   

Carte de visite Checklist

This table recaps the clues and checks the years each clue can most frequently be found.  Note: Some 
photographers may have used a technique or material well after others ceased.


